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Gentiling gen. nov. is described and illostrated from Queensland. It eomprises ore species
previously described by Gentili (1993) as Paranacuena nitens after a female, The new genus
belongs to the sublamily Hydrophilinae, tribe Laccohiini, and comes close to Hydrophilomima
Hansen & Schadl, 1997 in its external appearance. The acdeagophore of a recent specimen is
figured and a revised key 10 the genera of Laccobiini is given.
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It is mot at all surprising to contitue to discover
new genera of insccts from Australia. Many arcas
of this contincnt are still undercolleeted for water
beetles. In particular, the Northern Terntory was
found to support new species of Hydrophiloideu
such as Spercheus wartsi (Hebauer 1999),
Helochares spp. (Hebauer & Hendrich 1999),
some Berosus spp. (Watts 1987) and Hydrochus
spp. (Waus 1999), as well as Anacaenini and
Laccobiini (Gentili 1980, 2000) and a large
number of new genera and species of
Sphaeridiinae (Hansen 1990), At present there are
45 genera and over 200 species of Hydrophiloidea
described from Australia (or 55 genera and over
250 speeies from the Australian region),

The Hydrophilidae tribe Laccobiini is poorly
represented in Australia, until now with the sole
genus Laccobius, A sccond genus of this tribe s
described in this paper represented by a single
species, lfound at two localities (North Queensland
ncar the Cape Trbulation National Park; and
Buderin Mountain), New malterial is deposited with
the following institutions and individuals; Australian
National Insect Collection, CSIRO, Canberra
(ANIC); Collection of Elio Gentili, Rasa-Varese,
Coll. Lars Hendrich, Berlin (CHB); Collection of
Franz Hebauer, Grafling, Germany (CHG); Musco
di  Storia  Naturale, Verona (MSNV);
Naturhistorisches Museum Wien, (NMW): and the
South Australian Museum, Adelaide (SAMA).

Gentilina gen. nov.
(Figs 1—4)

Type species
Paranacaena nitens Gentili, 1993, fixed by
designation here. The gender is female.

Diagnosis

Body elongate, widest behind pronotal—elytral
junction, contour not interrupted betwecen
pronotum and clytra, evenly attenuated
posteriorly, weakly convex (Fig. 1). Dorsal face

FIGURE 1. Gentilina nitens (Gentili), (ANIC), body
shape.
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FIGURE 2. Genrilina nitens (Gentili), (ANIC),
maxillary palp.

glabrous, Clypeus not demarcated from frons by a
suture, lorming a shelf above antennal base,
reaching almost to outcr edge of eyes; anterior
margin convex, anterior corners rounded. Eyes
rather large, separated by about 3x the width of
one eye, very slightly protruding from outline of
head; anterior margin hardly emarginate. Head
slightly narrowed behind eyes. Maxillary palpi
half as tong as width of head; second segment
swollen, apical portion thicker than basal portion;
third segment much shorter than second; fourth
segment almost twice as long as third,
asymmctrical with inner face straightened (Fig. 2).
Mentum rectangular, about 1.5x as wide as long,
slightly concave, anterior margin almost straight,
Labial palpi about as long as width of mentum,
slender, cylindrical; second segment without
subapical wreuth of setae; third segment about as
long as second. almost symmetrical, Gula well
developed, almost parallel-sided. Antcnnac 9-
segmented, hall as long as width of head; first
segment of moderate length; second about half as
long as first; third to fitth segments very small,
subequal; cupule rather small, well differentiated;
segments 7 o 9 forming a somewhat compact,
pubescent club. which is 3.5x as long as wide
(Fig. 3). Pronotwm widest at base, sides weakly
rounded and strongly narrowed anteriorly: surtuce
evenly convex, without transverse serics of
punctures at hind margin, but with distinet coarser
sctifcrous punciures forming a short obligue
transverse group on each side. Prosternum short,
without antennal grooves, not conspicuously
clevated medially and without a longitudinal

F HEBAUER

caring; middle portion defined from lateral
portions by a pair of very fine oblique ridges;
without spines. Mesosternum not fused 1o
metepisterna, only reaching antcrior mesothoracic
margin at a single point; middle portion rather
flat, without a lamina or projection. Metaslermum
with weakly raised middle portion, not projecting
anteriorly between mesocoxae; with hydrotuge
pubcscenee cxeept for a narrow glabrous area on
raiscd drop-shaped middic portion; without
femoral lincs. Metepisterna paratlel-sided, about
6x as long as wide. Abdomen with 5 visible
sternites; first and second of about same length,
not Jongitudinally carinate; posterior margin of
fifth ventrile subtruncate as in Laccobins, not
emarginate medially; all ventrites covered with
fine pubescence, Epipleura and pscudcpipleura
wetl defined from each other, obligue. Elytra
slightly convex, evenly attenuated trom shoulder
to rounded apex, without punctural series, but
with shacply ympressed suturat stria in posterior
two-thirds; rows of coarser systematic punctures
hardly traceable. Scutellum of moderate size,
triangular, about as long as wide. Coxae with
sparse pubescence] anterior and postcrior coxac
almost contiguous; middle coxae narrowly
scparated; all trochanters with dense pubescence.
Femora slightly flattened, with sharply dclined
tibial grooves on inner face. Anterior and middle
temora covered with dense pubescence cxcept
apical portion; hind femora pubescent on basal
halt and along anterior margin. Middle and hind

FIGURE 3. Gentiling nuens (Gentili), (ANIC), antenna.
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long as the width of the head (about two-thirds in
Hydrophilomima), the first ventrite being
unkeeled, and the extensively pubescent femora
(entirely glabrous in Hydrophilomima). The
genera Tritonus Mulsant, Scoliopsis Orchymont,
Qocyclus Sharp and Beralitra Orchymont are
much larger in size and less easily confused with
the above genera because of their striking
characters, for example spines, explanate elytra,
reniform eyes, acutely pointed hind angles of
pronotum.

Gentilina nitens (GENTILI, 1993)
(Fig. 5)

Type material

Holotype (female): Australia: Queensland,
Buderim Mitn., Mooloolah, C. J. W. Dec-89
[=1889! C. J. W. = not Watts! The locality is just
north of Brisbane] (SAMA).

Paratypes: 4 females as for holotype (SAMA,
MSNV).

Additional material: 97 examples: Australia.
North-Queensland/Cape Tribulation, Daintree
National Park, Turpentine Road, 120 m,
8.xii.1996, Hendrich leg./Loc. 18. (ANIC, CHB,
CHG, NMW, SAMA).

Because there is now available a large number
of new specimens, including males, a
redescription of the species is given here.

Redescription

Length: 1.8-2.0 mm; width: 0.9-1.0 mm.
Elongate oval, widest behind shoulders,
attenuated behind, moderately convex, black with
sides and angles of pronotum widely pale. Head
entirely black; clypeus weakly punctate and
shagreened, frons rather coarsely and densely
irregularly punctate. Maxillary palpi rather long,
reaching back to posterior margin of eyes; second
segment distinctly dilated on anterior portion,
ultimate segment much longer than third,
asymmetrical, darkened apically. Antennae 9-
segmented. Pronotum widest at base, narrowed
anteriorly, shining black with sides and angles
broadly yellow; rather coarsely and irregularly
punctate; punctured interstices shining. Elytra
entirely black, shining, about 1.2x as long as their
combined width; coarsely and densely punctate,
subseriate; sutural stria sharply impressed in more
than posterior half. Irregular rows of coarser
punctures hardly traceable. Epipleura oblique.
Legs testaceo-brunneous; femora basally
darkened; tarsi long and slender, middle and hind
tarsi longer than tibiae; with long and fine
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swimming-hairs. Underside piceous; abdomen 5-
segmented, entirely pubescent, first ventrite not
carinate medially, fifth segment subtruncate,
without apical excision. Mentum rectangular,
slightly concave, rugosely reticulated. Prosternum
without median carina and without apical notch.
Mesosternum only bluntly bulging medially,
without a distinct elevation or projection. Anterior
and middle femora pubescent except apical
portion; posterior femora pubescent in basal half
and anterior margin. Aedeagophore with basal
piece rather narrow and slender; median lobe
filiform, a little shorter than parameres, bifurcate
basally. Parameres broad, strongly convex on
outer face and straight on inner face, apices
pointed (Fig. 5).

FIGURE 5. Gentilina nitens (Gentili), (CHG),
aedeagophore.
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